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Salem Catholic Schools Foundation Marks 20
th

 Anniversary 

Of Emergency Tuition Assistance Program 

 

Salem – In May 1994, leaders of the Salem-area Catholic schools community recognized that families 

would from time to time be confronted with emergency situations where they could not complete their 

tuition obligations for their children in Catholic schools.  There was no system in place to address these 

emergencies.  So, the Salem Catholic Schools Foundation established an Emergency Tuition Assistance 

Fund.  This fund is sustained through private contributions to the Foundation. 

 

Since then, the Emergency Tuition Assistance Fund has provided $389,845 in emergency tuition 

assistance to all of the Salem Catholic schools.  These include Queen of Peace School, St. Joseph School, 

St. Vincent de Paul School, and Blanchet Catholic School.  This program has assisted over 261 children 

so they could afford to remain in Catholic schools when a family has been confronted with the death or 

serious illness of a family member, a parent’s loss of a job, and similar circumstances.   

 

A family does not apply directly to the Foundation.  “Our Foundation receives requests from the schools’ 

principals, who identify family emergencies and specify the financial needs,” said Kevin Mannix, 

President of the Foundation.  “Our Allocations Committee promptly evaluates the requests, identifies all 

sources of assistance, and then fills the gap.  In this fashion, families have one less burden to deal with 

when confronted with an emergency,” Mannix added.  “We have never turned away any student who 

needed help in these emergency circumstances,” said Mannix. 

 

This year, the Foundation has voted to add Sacred Heart School in Gervais to the group of schools 

eligible to request emergency tuition assistance. 

 

Since 1978, the Salem Catholic Schools Foundation has provided direct grants each year to the Salem 

area Catholic schools to strengthen their programs.  The Emergency Tuition Assistance Fund is a separate 

fund dedicated to its purposes. 
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