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          As we wrap up the school year, we are 
unwrapping dynamic projects to help 
all of our Salem area Catholic schools.

 During the past year, we have 
developed and implemented a Bricks, 
Mortar, and Technology Program 
with which we have delivered 
$500,000 directly to our elementary 
schools – Queen of Peace School, St. 
Joseph School, St. Vincent de Paul 

School, and Sacred Heart School, in Gervais.  We have also 
assisted Blanchet Catholic School in receiving a $200,000 
direct grant for the same purposes.

 Our Foundation has established a scholarship 
fund which is providing annual scholarships to students 
in Catholic schools.  We are leveraging these scholarships 
with other scholarship funds, and we welcome direct 
contributions to our scholarship fund.  Our initial 
scholarship group of scholarships has totaled $50,000.  

 We have established a Special Requests Fund to 
assist students, staff, and school leaders in attending special 
conferences and competitions.  These are activities which 
are not included in the usual budget projections for a given 
school.  The Special Requests Fund is available for use on 
short notice at the request of the schools, when a special 
opportunity arises.

 In addition, we have seen great success with our 
new Artist-in-Residence, Carol Ann Manzi.  She has done 
a remarkable job working with the students in our area 
Catholic schools, and we look forward to the continuation 
of this wonderful program.

 All of this comes on top of our regular annual 
allocations to the school out of our Foundation’s income.  
Our regular allocations this year exceeded $100,000.

 All of this happens because of you and other 
members of our community, who have made contributions 
of cash, stocks, and property to the Foundation over these 
many years.  Of course, many folks also have included the 
Foundation in their wills.  Feel free to contact us if you 
need any information about how to do this.  

 We are seeing great success in our Catholic schools 
because of great community support.  Thank you!

GooNewsd President’s Message
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Debilyn Janota, Principal
Queen of Peace School

The Love of Art Fills the Hallways
If you have been in the halls of Queen of Peace this 
year you may have heard beautiful music coming from 
students, parents or teachers playing on the new baby 
grand piano located just inside our Red Doors.  The 
piano was a gift from a school supporter this year and 
has added just the right touch of joy to our days.  In 
addition to piano music, the voices of the Queen of 
Peace Choir, led by Susan Wiley, fill the air during 
lunch recesses.  Wonderful art work from young artists, 
who were inspired by art teacher Bethany Ayres, 
decorate the walls of the school.  Original art continues 
to be displayed on Artsonia, a web site which features 
school creations, and is a way that we have found to 
share with others the work that is being done in class.  
All of this emphasizes the importance that is placed on 
fine arts at Queen of Peace School. 

As we end the 2013-2014 school year we are once again 
realizing that time flies when children are learning.  We 
have accomplished much - from working at the Marion 
Polk Food Share monthly, donating food to Table of 
Plenty, cleaning up the beach during Spring Break, 
helping to provide birthday parties for children through 
Lydia’s Love, collecting Christmas toys for Simonka 
Place and Balls and Bears for St. Edward Christmas 
dinner for the homeless.  Students have spent time on 
math skills utilizing Mathletics, a computer program 
now in its second year of use.  We are very grateful for 
the support given to us by the Salem Catholic Schools 
Foundation which has helped us enrich and upgrade 
our technology program, purchase a few more SMART 
boards as well as magnetic white boards for classrooms 
and for the refurbishing of our playground floor.  We 
appreciate their belief in our school. 

Sadly, we are also saying goodbye to Bette Gadwa, our 
part-time librarian who has been with Queen of Peace 
from 1996-2014.  Bette has made the library a place 
where students love to go.  We will miss her but have 
memories to hold on to.

Finally, thank you to all of you who support Catholic 
education here in Salem. As we move forward in 
celebrating our 50th anniversary (1964-2014) of 
existence as a Catholic school, we remember and are  
thankful for the many believers and shareholders who 
have made all of this possible.  We thank all of you who 
continue to help us provide a Catholic education at its 
best. God Bless you and your families!  Have a safe and 
joy filled summer! 

Bette Gadwa, part-time librarian, is leaving the school 
after 19 years of making the library a fun place. 

School artwork is displayed in the school hall during 
Queen of Peace Catholic School’s first Art Show.

Queen of Peace student depicts Picasso for Art Show.

www.salemcatholicschoolsfoundation.org
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St. Vincent de Paul School
Maria Palacio, Principal

Much to Celebrate and Rejoice 
“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” With these words, the students at 
St. Vincent de Paul School begin their daily Morning 
Prayer and go joyfully to class to begin their academic 
program for the day.  The uplifting and timeless 
words of the psalmist have been the foundation and 
springboard for the children’s daily school life this year; 
and what a year it has been!  God is able!

Last October, at the time of printing the Good News, 
we had 95 students enrolled and we were praying for 
God to help us reach our 100 student goal.  God heard 
us, and not only did we reach our goal, we surpassed 
it, to our present number of 114 students.  Sixteen 
of those students are 6th graders, and 12 of them are 
going to Blanchet to continue their Catholic Education 
in the fall. God is good!

Our Parent Club had many activities throughout the 
year to help us raise funds to support our school’s many 
needs.  They sponsored the Book Fair and the rummage 
sale, sold pies and bread, began a monthly Breakfast 
after mass, and worked all year long seeking donations 
and preparing for the yearly school auction. This year, 
we had our largest and most successful Auction to 
date. What a great group of caring and dedicated 
parents.  Their commitment to their children to receive 
an excellent Catholic education is remarkable.  God is 
love!

The students participated in several field trips that are 
central to our educational mission. These experiences 
offered the students the enriching opportunity to be 
in places they had not visited on their own with their 
families.  Outdoor School, Cannyonview Camp, The 
Zoo, Mount Angel Abbey and The Grotto offered 
learning and firsthand experiences that cannot be 
duplicated in the classroom and that contributed to the 
academic and spiritual development of each child. God 
is always with you!

 Ms. Carol Ann Manzi, our distinguished Artist on 
Residence, collaborated with our Master Music Teacher, 
Ms. Romine, to present a Christmas Program like no 
other.  All in attendance were enthralled and teary-eyed 
experiencing what these two gifted musicians were 
able to do with our students during a very happy time 
for us in the Catholic Church, Christmas. Ms. Manzi 
came to us with the support of the Catholic Schools 
Foundation.  The generosity of the donors that support 
the Catholic Schools Foundation is God sent to our 

Catholic schools.  This year, not only did we receive the 
talented Ms. Manzi as our gift from the Foundation, 
we also received $120,000 to repair our aging building 
and acquire technology tools for our students. God is 
giving!

At the end of each school day, our students gather 
together one more time to give thanks to God for their 
families, their teachers and all they have learned that 
day. As we bring our school year to a close, we give 
thanks to God for all our readers, for all our donors 
and supporters, and for the blessings God has bestowed 
upon our school.  With God, All Things Are Possible! 

St. Vincent third and 
fourth grade students 
coming from the 
church back to the 
school. 

Students visit the Oregon Zoo as one 
of the many field trips taken this year. 

www.salemcatholicschoolsfoundation.org
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Sacred Heart School
Lucy Shawn, Principal

Blessings Overflowing 

The 2013-2014 school year for Sacred Heart Catholic 
School has been overflowing with God’s blessings. 
Our students learned and matured while fulfilling the 
mission of the school. Each one has become more 
R.E.A.L.  That is the acronym for our Schoolwide 
Learning Expectations:  Responsible citizens, Effective 
communicators, Active Catholics, and Lifelong learners.  
They have had many personal successes as well. An 
8th grade student was this year’s state winner for the 
Zaner-Bloser Handwriting Contest, we had three state 
winners for the Catholic Daughters Education Contest, 
a 4th grade student’s essay won a Field Trip to the 
Ag Fest for her entire class, and our school competed 
against four Salem-area schools and took first place at 
The Battle of the Books.   

In December our students joined hands in prayer 
during lunch recess, as Pope Francis’s Global Wave 
of Prayer swept through the small town of Gervais.  
In January we were so pleased to announce Mr. Ron 
DeConinck as our 2014 Distinguished Graduate!  He 
is a fine example of Catholic education and a major 
supporter of our parish and school. 

We were blessed to have Fr. Jeffry Eirvin as our school 
pastor. Fr. Eirvin’s youthful vitality and friendliness 
forged an instant rapport with our students.  We have 
enjoyed his presence all year as he celebrated Mass and 
the sacraments with us, joined the students at recess, 
and taught the 7th & 8th grade students Iconography.  
His many talents have propelled him forward to 
being chosen to be the new Vocations Director for 
the Archdiocese of Portland.  We will miss him, but 
we know that God has good things in store for us as 
we welcome Fr. Chrispine Otieno as our new School 
Pastor beginning July 2014.

This year our staff has been diligently working on 
Accreditation Self Study to prepare for next year’s 
accreditation visit.  It is always an exciting process that 
provides an opportunity to reflect on how our school 
has grown in so many ways and directs our attention 
toward future goals.

Another wonderful blessing was our successful Spring 
Fling Auction.  One of the auction items, ‘Raise your 
Hand for our Kids’ was presented with the hope 
of updating our computer system.  Our wonderful 
supporters raised their auction paddles to the tune 
of $12,000. That sum earned a matching grant of 
$7,500.  When our students return to school next year, 
our computer lab will have brand new computers and 
monitors.

Our biggest blessing this year was that Sacred Heart 
Catholic School was fortunate to partner with the 
Salem Catholic Schools Foundation. We thank Kevin 
Mannix, Foundation President, for making that happen, 
and we are so grateful for the warm welcome we 
have received from the four Salem Catholic Schools. 
This valuable partnership has made possible a Bricks, 
Mortar and Technology Grant that will bring great and 
wonderful changes to our school, and we are so excited!  

We are looking forward to a remodel of our school’s 
entryway that will include a second set of double doors 
for safety and weather protection, a heating system 
upgrade for four of our oldest classrooms, replacement 
of a single-door exit at the back of our gym with a 
double door and ramp for safety, long desired extra 
shelving for our library, three documents cameras with 
projectors, and – most exciting of all – 20 Apple iPad 
Airs with a charging cart!  Sacred Heart Catholic 
School is truly blessed!

(Above) Catholic Daughters Education Contest 
State Winners: Ellie Hanson, Sarah Saalfeld, Alex 
Contreras. (Top) Students pray the Wave of Prayer.

www.salemcatholicschoolsfoundation.org
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Melissa Doxtator, Principal
St. Joseph Catholic School

Sadness Upon Loss, Joy for New Beginnings 
This has been a year of joy, sadness, new beginnings 
and celebration at St. Joseph School.  As we come to 
an end, we reflect on the year and all it has brought us, 
as well as look to our future.  

We were deeply saddened by the loss of former 
principal and friend, Mr. Stephen Lynch, earlier 
this year. Lynch passed away from a heart ailment 
in December 2013. An annual scholarship has been 
created in his memory. And this year we selected 6th 
grader Jonathan Nash to receive this scholarship in 
recognition of outstanding Christian character.  

We also say goodbye to three priests at St. Joseph.  
Father Antipas Shayo Msamire and Father Charles 
Holden have been blessings to have in the school and 
in our Parish.  Father Todd Molinari has served as 
Pastor for seven years and he will be greatly missed.  
We look forward to working with our new Pastor, 
Monsignor Richard Hunegar, who will come to us in 
July.   
 
St. Joseph will be busy this summer in preparing for 
the 2014-2015 school year.  We are thankful to the 
Salem Catholic Schools Foundation for grants that 
allow us to replace our boiler system, and offer an 
Extended Care program to our families during the 
summer months.  

As our teachers work to prepare for next year, we are 
thrilled that our entire faculty will be returning, and 
that we will be adding to our staff due to growth.  This 
has been a memorable year, filled with love, support 
and many blessings.  

(Top Left) Father Todd receiving a thank you gift from 
the faculty and students.  (Bottom Left) Jonathan Nash 
receiving his scholarship with Father Todd and Elise 
Lynch.

www.salemcatholicschoolsfoundation.org
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Anthony Guevara, President
Blanchet Catholic School

2014 Class Exceeds School Record in Scholarship Offers 
Blanchet Catholic School is very proud 
to present the class of 2014. These 58 
outstanding seniors received their diplomas 
during commencement ceremonies on June 
7, 2014. The class was pleased to welcome 
former Blanchet President Chuck Lee as their 
commencement speaker. Over the years, Mr. 
Lee has observed that this class, in particular, 
has bonded as a family, with most having 
attended Blanchet since the 7th grade.

The class of 2014 earned $7.8 million in 
scholarship offers exceeding the previous 
school record set by the class of 2013. 
Graduates were accepted to 97 colleges and 
universities across the country including 
Baylor, Creighton, Johns Hopkins, Notre 
Dame, Santa Clara, Villanova and many more. 

Among the graduates of the class of 2014 were 
a National Merit Finalist, Colleen Coen, and 
two National Merit Commended Scholars, 
Sarah Kim and Malvika Ramesh. These three 
students, along with David Leonardo, earned 
the title of Valedictorian, while Madeline 
North was honored as Salutatorian.

Each year, the Blanchet administration 
and faculty, with thoughtful deliberation, 
selects a few exceptional students for the 
following prestigious awards presented during 
graduation.

St. Thomas Aquinas Award for Academic 
Excellence – Colleen Coen

Mother Teresa Spirituality Award - Jake 
Handran

Archbishop Francis Norbert Blanchet 
Outstanding Leadership Award –David 
Leonardo

Guido Caldarazzo Principal’s Award – Mason 
Fessler

President Anthony Guevara comments, 
“Speaking for the Blanchet Catholic community, 
I must say just how very proud we are of these 
graduates. They have accomplished much as a 
class and they have much more to contribute as 
they move forward in life. We wish them God’s 
every grace and blessing for their journey.”

Blanchet now turns its attention to next fall 
and the start of the 2014-15 school year. We are 
extremely pleased to be welcoming over 80 new 
students from 302 schools. Our deep gratitude 
goes to the Salem Catholic Schools Foundation 
who has generously provided financial assistance 
to 18 incoming students from Salem-area 
Catholic schools.

(Above) The Class of 2014 tosses their graduation caps 
into the air. (Below) Blanchet graduate Lauren Kessel 
receiving communion at Baccalaureate 2014.

www.salemcatholicschoolsfoundation.org
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St. Vincent de Paul fourth gradersBlanchet Valedictorian Malvika Ramesh

Zaner-Bloser State Handwriting Contest Winner: 
Jessica Gonzales

Queen of Peace Students performing in a school 
music program

6th graders graduating from St. Vincent 


